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Outcome of first vote for Concept A, B, or C: Concept A received 17 votes, B 4 votes and C 17 votes. Concept B was then eliminated, and voters
were told to vote for either Concept A or C. Outcome of second vote: Concept A 17, concept C 21 votes. We will be moving forward with Concept
C to remove existing narthex and add the addition along with basement.
New Business. Lloyd thanked everyone for coming to this meeting. Tony wished to thank everyone who has served on the council and those who
will be serving next year. Dec. 6 is the next council meeting. Newly elected officers should plan to attend.
ADJOURNMENT. Motion was made by Anna Haas, seconded by Tom Haas, to adjourn the meeting; Motion carried. The meeting closed
with committee together saying the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Uilk , Zion Lutheran Congregational Church Secretary
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Greetings in the Name of Christ:

As I mentioned in my newsletter last month, we will be
starting reading through the
Bible in one year. Each day
we will have a reading from
the Old Testament, New Testament, a Psalm, and Proverb. I hope this is indeed a
blessing to each and every
one of you.
Now if you would rather not
flip back and forth from four
different books of the Bible
each day, you can buy this
book on Amazon. It is called
“The One Year Bible ESV.”
Otherwise, the readings will
be listed in the bulletin each
week and a calendar will be
in the newsletter each
month. We begin our readings in Genesis and Matthew.
I hope this time in God’s
Word is a blessing to each
and every one of you and I

encourage you even if you miss
a day, pick it back up and keep
at it. If you are looking for a
New Years' resolution, this
would be a good one to do.
At the beginning of each year,
we try to pick up good new habits and drop some bad habits
and this kills two birds with one
stone. It helps all of us have a
far richer devotional life and it
allows us to spend time in God’s
Word so that we can grow more
mature in our faith.
However, do not just stop there
with reading the Bible. Talk to
someone about the readings
once and a while. Ask questions
about the readings, and come to
Bible study with those questions. Each time we reread
through the Salvation Narrative
we notice something we never
saw before.
So for this year let us all take
this opportunity to keep going
back to that Narrative – the Narrative of Salvation and the wondrous works God has done.
In Christ, Pastor Baker
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ALTAR FLOWERS:
If you wish to donate flowers: Sign your
name on the flower chart in the narthex
indicating the date you would like the
flowers placed on the altar and how you
would like it listed in the bulletin (to beautify the church, birthday, anniversary, in
memory of, etc). Cost of Flowers ~
$35.00. Place your money in an envelope
marked “Zion Altar Flowers” and place it
in the offering plate. Flowers will be ordered for you and placed on the altar.
Thank you.

ZION CHURCH NEWS
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS will be Sunday, January 8th.
ELDERS MEETING will be held on Tuesday, January
10th at 6:30 p.m. and CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING at 7:30 p.m.
LWML MEETING on Wednesday, January 4 at 1:30 p.m. at the Rock County Community Library. NOTE CHANGE OF TIME
AND LOCATION.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY on Thursday, January 27th
at 4:00 p.m. NOTE CHANGE OF TIME.
CHURCH CANCELATIONS: The Board of
Elders will make their decision by 7:00
am on Sunday mornings and cancellation announcements will be made on KQAD 800AM and
K101FM. There will also be an announcement by
text message and email. Services will be held if the
streets in Hardwick are passable
FINANCIAL GIVING: Please note that the budget
for 2023 is starting January 1st, 2023, $2,661.85
will be needed each week for Current Expenses.

Thank You to our Zion Youth!
A special thanks to
our Zion Youth —
Tori Hemme for helping Joseph Bullerman
with his craft project
at Santa Claus Day in
Hardwick on Saturday,
December 11th. It was
very much appreciated
by the Hardwick
Community Club.
Are you buying
Best Choice products????
“Just a little info on Best Choice
label saving for the two seminary food shelf”
If you haven’t started.. please start saving …if
you don’t want to trim the labels off…just turn
in the product with UPC and Best Choice name
on it. I know that you would like to help support
our Seminary Food Shelves. When you are clipping the UPC with the Best Choice name above
it…that is all we need. If you buy 24 pack of
Best Choice water…each bottle has a UPC and
name on it so save that along with there are 4
UPC labels on the plastic wrapper. Remember if
you have any questions please ask Patti or Bonnie and we will get you the answers if we don’t
know them.

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS:
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY:
Sunday, January 1—Peyton Blom
Sunday, January 8—Keagan Jessen
Sunday, January 15—Damien Ahrendt
Sunday, January 22—Trenton Lass
Sunday, January 29—Paige Blom
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Zion Lutheran Church Annual Voters Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2022
Attendance. Voting members of Zion Lutheran Church congregation.

Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lloyd Hemme at 10:00 a.m. Reverend Baker opened with devotion and prayer.
Dolly Remme, Wayne Uilk and Tom Haas were appointed to count ballets.
2023 Proposed Budget. A motion was made by Tom Haas, seconded by Rob Wenzel, to approve budget; motion carried.
Election of 2023 Congregational Positions. Nominations or volunteers for Chairman position: None. Nominations or volunteers for Financial
Secretary: Joyce Roos volunteered. Nominations or volunteers for Congregational Secretary: Becky Uilk volunteered to serve again. Nominations
or volunteers for Board of Evangelism Chairperson: Linda Wenzel volunteered to serve again. Additional nominations or volunteers for Board of
Elders: Kyle Hemme and Lloyd Hemme are on the ballot. There were no other nominations or volunteers. Nominations or volunteers for Treasurer: Don Bryan volunteered to serve again. Nominations or volunteers for Trustees: The terms of Del Gangestad and Tony Roos are up for election; neither are not running for a second two-year term. Shawn Blom and Matthew Jessen volunteered to serve. Motion was made by Kyle
Hemme, seconded by Tom Haas, to accept the ballot as is; motion carried.
Old Business. Handicap Expansion Plan: These plans were previously presented and discussed at the October 23, 2022, meeting of the voters. Kyle Hemme, Chairman of the Property Improvement Committee, presented the three plans again.
Concept A: Expansion to the west, 16 x 40 expansion on the narthex, coming into current sanctuary area. The bell tower will need to be moved
and excavation where lift will go. This is the least expansive of the three plans. The front door will be moved to the west, facing the south. The estimates on this are all over the board. This meeting is only meant to be for approval of one of the concepts, once we have determined which plan we
want, we will then be able to get accurate pricing. Kyle spoke with a couple local builders who gave a very rough estimate; bare minimum $200/sq
foot, and that’s with extra labor from the congregation. $250,000 - $482,00 is what our designer feels the cost will be. Note the cost of just the lift
and shaft is $40,000 and this has been built into the price of each of these designs.
Concept B: This plan takes a mirror image of Plan A but places the front door to the east. The large tree outside would need to be taken down;
sidewalk would need to be changed. Cost $260 - $492,000, depending upon materials. This also starts some groundwork for possible improvements down the road. Would help to lay a septic line in underneath, so if at any point we would have to do something it would be done. Bell tower
would not have to be moved. The door currently on east side would be moved to west side of narthex with a walk-up ramp. A ramp will be on the
east side. This is for the purpose of caskets. Question about the power that comes into church since it’s on the east side. This was looked at and
determined that the transformer would not have to moved. What about roof line? He is 98% sure we can continue the roof line from the narthex
and that does tuck up under current sanctuary roof line. This will require the kitchen to be moved and that cost isn’t built into the price. If we decide
to go with this concept we will get more precise costs on the kitchen and other inside work.
Concept C: From the outside this plan looks almost the same as Plan B, except this plan includes tearing off the narthex. This raises the narthex
to the current sanctuary level and puts the entire basement underneath which increases the basement size. Floor print is the same as Plan B. A full
basement would be included underneath. Cost would be around $647,000, again, this is just a rough estimate from local contractors. This includes
the lift. A casket cannot fit inside the lift and the only alternative for that would be an elevator at another $100,000. With this plan, 2600 square feet
will be added to church proper.
Questions: A and B means our restrooms stay the same, which means they aren’t handicap accessible? Correct. There would be room for expansion of bathrooms with the concepts. We aren’t required to make them handicap accessible. Some of the utilities may get moved, so it’s possible
that the furnace room would be freed up back in the educational unit. Does A and B include a new furnace for the narthex area? Yes, we will need
to do something. How is this making us handicap accessible? The lift is making it this way. All stairs will be same height. They will not be the varying front door stairs. But if you are going from ground level to the basement you will only need to go 6-8 stairs, or you have the choice to use the
lift. Concept A does not touch the kitchen? Correct. A motion was made by Matt Jessen, seconded by Heidi Roos, to vote for Concept A, B
or C, and then take out the one with the least votes, and vote a second time for the two plans receiving the most votes; motion carried.
(Continued on Next Page)
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Board of Education. Kristie said the name for Christmas program was changed to Christmas Jubilee which allows for more speaking parts.
Sunday School opening will be moved back to the sanctuary.

Board of Evangelism. Clarification from last month: Linda said she came to council meeting in May of 2019 as
the Mission person for LWML because LWML could no longer afford to purchase Stephen’s Ministry books and
asked if church would take that over. So, it has not been an Evangelism expense as stated in last month’s minutes.
Linda will determine the cost of these and how many should be ordered, etc.
We plan to deliver Christmas meals again to Hardwick shut-ins; at this time we don’t know who will be preparing
these meals. Linda said she would like to do something for Christmas as an outreach to our community. Could this
be incorporated with Santa Day? Should we put something in the goodie bags that would include information about
our Christmas program, etc? Council members felt this was a good suggestion. Linda felt it would be beneficial if
our church could get involved with the meal on Jubilee Days, June 24, 2023. Kyle feels youth group would be
more than happy to help with any of the above ideas, but they do need at least a three week notice to get them
organized.
Church Property Project. Kyle reported that Steve did get back to him on the costs of the plans and made
some corrections to them. Committee will be meeting in the next two weeks. He will also be working on getting
larger prints of the three plans.
New Business. A thank you letter was received from The Banquet for serving the meal in July and the additional
funds they received. This letter has been placed on the bulletin board in narthex.
Letter from SW Christian Schools was read by Lloyd. Basically, they would like to meet with us to give an update
on their school. We currently have five students from our church that attend SWC. Suggestion was made that we
invite them to come in February.
Additional items for November Annual Voters Meeting:. Congregational nomination for Synod President and Vs.
President is needed by 2/28/2023.
We need to select our two (Pastoral & lay) LCMS president voters by
3/19/2023. The two previous items will be at a later special voters meeting after January 1, 2023.. Slate of
nominations and 2023 Budget.
Copies of the 2023 Budget will be available for members to review prior to November meeting.
Tony asked if the council would still like him to do snow removal. The Council would appreciate if Tony would continue to do this and agreed he would be reimbursed for his service.
Linda asked if anyone services the lawn mower, Dean asked if blades could be sharpened. Tony said he will care of
this.
Pastor was thanked for mowing the lawn.

Next meeting: December 6th with new officers in attendance.
Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Uilk. Zion Lutheran Congregational Church Secretary

Zion Newsletter
Zion Lutheran Church Council Minutes
November 1, 2022

Attendance. Voting Elders: Kyle Hemme and Wayne Uilk; George Lass, Lloyd Hemme, Kristie Jessen, Becky
Uilk, Pastor Baker, Don Bryan, Linda Wenzel, Tony Roos, Anna Haas

An informational letter was sent home to parents regarding the Christmas Program.

ADJOURNMENT. Motion made by Kyle, seconded by Linda, to adjourn the meeting; Motion carried.
meeting closed with committee together saying the Lord’s Prayer.
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Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lloyd Hemme at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Baker opened
with prayer and gave a devotional relating to All Saints Day.
Secretary’s Report. October 4, 2022, Council Minutes: Motion was made by Tony, seconded by George,
to approve the minutes of October 4; motion carried. October 23, 2022, Congregation Informational
Meeting Notes: Motion was made by Kyle, seconded by Anna, to approve the October 23 minutes; motion
carried.
Treasure’s Report. Don said a refund of $86 was received from IRS due to an overpayment of taxes. Also,
since taxes had not yet been paid when Don took over as treasurer, we were penalized due to late payment +
interest. He said a letter has been sent to the IRS explaining why payment was late, but he hasn’t heard back
from them yet. Motion was made by Wayne, seconded by Kyle, to approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried.
Pastor’s Report. Winkles meeting at St. John this coming Monday. After the meeting he will be recording a
radio show with Pastor Boo. Last Saturday he was at Main St. Living and recorded a service which will air on
Dec. 18. Rick Buss’s funeral was held this past month. 25 people attended the hayride at Blom’s. We’ve asked
about the Sunday School room plaques that need to be redone but were told from the company that they don’t
have time to do this. More investigating of this to follow. Winter coat drive was decent; now working on the
Undies Drive.
Elder’s Report. We worked on the Elders schedule and have that set. Discussed visitations with Pastor.
Discussed in length the Sunday School Mentoring Program. So far everything seems to be going well. Talked
about doing some caroling during Christmas season.
Discussed the need to encourage members to sign up for upcoming offices. Discussed confirmation students;
they appear to be doing well
Pastor Baker said for now he will not be conducting any further church services at area nursing homes since
the Rock County Ministerial Association has decided they are no longer providing these services due to lack of
interest. The Elders feel this is a very important outreach, but they don’t have the entire story yet either so
an attempt will be made to gather more information going forward.
Trustee’s Report. Tony said Luverne Lawn Care was here and did application of herbicide on lawn in October.
Dell and Dean bagged a lot of the leaves here at church and will come back to bag more as the leaves fall.
Kelly Blom has requested a new vacuum for the church.
Alon is working on this, however, if he can’t get it done Kelly is going to purchase one and be reimbursed. Kelly
said she and her family will continue to do the custodial duties. She is fine with keeping the same salary. We
are to let her know of any concerns. She wants to do a good job, but if there’s something she is missing she
would appreciate being told directly.
Cost of the copier is getting out of control. St. John’s Church in Luverne recently purchased a copier for
$8500. Is this something we should do? This will be discussed further as a budget item.
Continued on Next Page)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 9:00 A.M. WORSHIP

2

3

4

5

6

7

1:30 P.M. LWM L
MEETING—ROCK COUNTY
COMMUNITY LIBRARY

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

SERVICE/COMMUNION
No Mentoring, SUNDAY
SCHOOL OR BIBLE STUDY

1:00 P.M. QUILTING

NO CONFIRMATION

8 9:00 A.M. WORSHIP
SERVICE
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
10:15 A.M. SUNDAY
SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY
SERVING COOKIES AFTER
SERVBICE

9

10

11

12

13

1:00 P.M. QUILTING

6:30 P.M. ELDER’S MEETING

6:00 P.M.
CONFIRMATION

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

18

19

20

6:00 P.M.
CONFIRMATION

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

25

26

27

7:30 P.M. COUNCIL MEETING

15

16

9:00 A.M. WORSHIP
SERVICE/COMMUNION

1:00 P.M. QUILTING

MENTORING AFTER WORSHIP

17

10:15 A.M. SUNDAY
SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY

22
9:00 A.M. WORSHIP
SERVICE
MENTORING AFTER WORSHIP
10:15 A.M. SUNDAY
SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY

29
9:00 A.M. WORSHIP
MENTORING AFTER WORSHIP
10:15 A.M. SUNDAY
SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY
Noon— LUNCH AT PIZZA
RANCH

14

23
1:00 P.M. QUILTING

30
1:00 P.M. QUILTING

24

6:00 P.M.
CONFIRMATION

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV
4:00 P.M. WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

21

28

3:30 P.M. WORSHIP ON
CABLE TV

Pastor’s Cell:
(763) 228-5435

Church Email: zionoffice
@alliancecom.net
Church Website:
http://www.zionlutheran
hardwick.com

zionoffice@alliancecom.net

