Chapter 3: Mercy Incarnate
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Christ Have Mercy
January 7, 2015

1. What is the meaning of the Greek word splanchnon? How does it relate to the visceral (instinctive) nature of
mercy?

2. How is God’s visceral mercy demonstrated in the following texts?


(Matthew 9:36-38) When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”



(Matthew 14:13-21) Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place
by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went
ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 Now when it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two
fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass,
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all ate
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who
ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.



(Matthew 15:32-39) Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send
them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get
enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many
loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down
on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied.
And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate were four thousand
men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went
to the region of Magadan.



(Matthew 18:21-35) Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times,
but seventy-seven times.
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“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.
25
And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that
he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’
29
So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’
30
He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should
pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”



(Matthew 20:29-34) And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold, there
were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried
out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but
they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them
and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34
And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.



(Mark 1:40-45) And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you
can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I
will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly
charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”
45
But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer
openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.



(Mark 8:1-10) In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he
called his disciples to him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been
with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they
will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him,
“How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 5 And he asked them, “How
many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground.
And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to
set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. And having
blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And
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they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about four thousand
people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to
the district of Dalmanutha.



(Mark 9:14-29) And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes
arguing with them. 15 And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran
up to him and greeted him. 16 And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17 And
someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that
makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth
and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19 And he answered
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring
him to me.” 20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father,
“How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him
into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
23
And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24 Immediately the
father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd
came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command
you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26 And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him
by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked
him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out
by anything but prayer.”



(Luke 7:11-17) Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went
with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her.
13
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he
came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”
15
And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them
all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his
people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.



(Luke 10:25-37) And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
29

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat
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him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when
he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when
he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more
you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And
Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”



(Luke 15:11-32) And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property
between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be
fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.
17

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still
a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
21
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us
eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they
began to celebrate.
25

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back
safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but
he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this
son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for
him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting
to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ”

3. What is the difference between Gospel and ethics?
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4. Read Philippians 2:5-8. What is the “mind of Christ”?


(Philippians 2:5-8) Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

5. Luther says that we “clothe ourselves in our neighbor’s flesh.” How is Jesus’ incarnation the pattern of our
lives of mercy?
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